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Class Schedule:
Course Overview:

This course will focus on the new second generation-children of contemporary immigrants who
have migrated to the United States in growing numbers in the past four decades. According to
the 2000 Census, over 20% of the United States population consists of immigrants or children of
immigrants. Most children of immigrants have origins in Latin America, Asia, or the Caribbean.
This course will focus on these groups’ experiences growing up in the United States, with a
greater emphasis on children of Latin American immigrants. The course will cover topics such as
assimilation, racial and ethnic identities, immigrant families, intergenerational dynamics, gender,
language and bilingualism, education, and transnationalism.

Course Requirements:

Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam. Both will be in-class and will include a
combination of short answer and essay questions.

Short Paper: A short paper of about 6 pages (approximately 1500 words) will be due from each
student by the last day of class. The paper should examine one of the topics from the syllabus
and should integrate the course readings on the subject and at least two outside references. The
outside references can include books and/or journal articles but NOT newspaper or magazine
articles. The point is to engage an issue raised by one or more of the authors we wiil read, and
develop an argument of your own, supported by the course texts and some additional research.
The paper is due on (or before) the last day of class.

NOTE: Please note that late papers will not be accepted or graded.
Grading:
The grading of the course will be as follows:

30%  mid-term exam

35% final exam

30%  short paper
5%  section attendance and participation
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Week 5: Intergenerational Dynamics
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Week 6: Gender
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Week 9: Education, Continued

Rodriguez, Richard, “The Achievement of Desire,” in Hunger of Memory, Chapter 2, pp.
41-74; and “Profession,” Chapter 5, pp. 141-172.
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Week 10: Transnationalism
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