
Race, Ethnicity & Social Control (Crm/Law C241), Syllabus, Winter 2011 

 

Prof. Geoff Ward (Social Ecology II, Rm. 2317; Email: gward@uci.edu; 949-824-4695) 

 

Seminar meetings:  Wednesdays, 2:00 to 4:50pm in SSPA 1165 

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 1:30 to 2:30pm and by appointment. 

 

Objectives 

 

This seminar explores emergent theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of 

racialized social control. The seminar operates in conjunction with the University of California’s 

Center for New Racial Studies (UCCNRS), a multi-campus research program intended to support 

innovation in research and teaching on race at the UC. Consistent with this mission, the seminar 

explores emerging theoretical and methodological directions in "racial studies," with emphasis on 

the following core UCCNRS research themes: 

 
- Race-Making/Neutrality/Consciousness  

- Intersectionality 

- The Racial State  

- The Nation and its Peoples 

- Global Race 
 

The seminar will examine these broad themes in relation to politics and processes of social control 

(norm socialization and enforcement), and especially formal control (i.e., school discipline, 

immigration control, courts and prisons), through readings, discussions, and student projects. 

 

Importantly, the seminar is intended to support new and ongoing graduate projects (e.g., proposals, 

papers, theses, and dissertation) with more and less central elements of race scholarship. The goal 

is to promote deeper and more innovative engagement with race and ethnicity. This will include 

encouragement and assistance in developing proposals for funding through the UC Center for New 

Racial Studies (and other sources). The Center is funding faculty and graduate student research 

across UC campuses for the next four years. For funding details, examples of funded projects and 

other information please visit the UCCNRS website: http://www.uccnrs.ucsb.edu/ 

 

 

Assignments 

 

Evaluation will be based on the following: 

 

a. Participation (20% of grade): Participation is critical to a successful seminar. Regular 

attendance and involvement are expected. To facilitate a base level of participation I require 

each student to lead or co-facilitate one or two seminar meetings over the course of the 

quarter (to be arranged first week). Facilitators should be prepared to lead discussion of the 

contributions of materials by generating critical reflection on main ideas, theoretical and 

methodological innovations and limitations, and relations between readings and seminar 

themes. Overall involvement in seminar discussions will be uses to evaluate participation. 

 

b. Review Essays (20% of seminar grade): You must prepare two academic review essays (3 

to 5 pages; worth 10% each) reflecting critically on contributions of selected texts to the 

study of race, ethnicity and social control. Each review should examine at least two articles, 
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presenting central problems addressed, and reflecting on their innovations, merits and/or 

shortcomings as examples of “new racial studies.”1 

 

* Review essays are due by the end of weeks four (#1) and eight (#2) – see schedule. 

 

c. Scholarly Paper or Proposal (60% of seminar grade): The primary requirement of the 

seminar is to prepare a 20 to 25 page research paper, theoretical paper, or research 

proposal addressing a topic at the intersection of race, ethnicity, and social control.  The 

paper or proposal should explicitly engage the challenge of advancing “new racial studies” 

by demonstrating or proposing innovation in the study of racialized social control. It is 

acceptable to write a purely theoretical paper; however, you should develop an original 

argument rather than merely review existing theories or research.   

 

To facilitate development of quality papers, and opportunity for constructive feedback, I am 

requiring that you complete the paper in stages. 

 

1. Initial Paper Proposal Prospectus: You are required to produce a paper/proposal 

prospectus stating the general issues or problem you plan to address, including a 

tentative abstract and outline detailing the approach you intend to take, and 

bibliography of at least five key sources. In the case of a proposal, your prospectus 

should also identify a specific funding source and provide a preliminary schedule 

and budget justification. The final prospectus is due no later than week 4 (Feb.9).  

 

2. Draft Paper/Proposal. You must provide a draft for discussion prior to the start of 

panel presentations (by the end of Week 8).  

 

3. Paper/Proposal Presentations: You are required to present the (working) paper or 

proposal you are developing on panels during the final two seminar meetings. 

Panelists should provide an overview of their project (paper or proposal topic), 

discuss their specific approach (i.e., key questions; theoretical and methodological 

dimensions) address main findings or arguments, and identify element(s) of 

innovation. Panels will be followed by discussion.   

 

* Final Papers/Proposals are due at the end of the final week of class (March 11).  

 

Note: Please submit all assignments in electronic form (PDF or Word) through “DropBox” on EEE. 

 

 

Schedule 

 

I. INTRODUCTORY SESSIONS (WEEKS 1 AND 2) 

 

WEEK 1 (Jan. 5): Introductions, conversation, seminar overview, and planning 

 

 No readings 

 

                                                                    
1 You may write reviews of articles assigned in the course and/or unassigned. Your review should be of the 

style and caliber of academic review essays in scholarly journals and you are encouraged to seek publication. 

Please consult academic journals in your field(s) for examples of review essays. 
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WEEK 2 (Jan. 12): Why “new racial studies,” and what’s new? 

  

 Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo. 1997. Rethinking Racism: Toward a Structural Interpretation. 

American Sociological Review 62 (3):465-80. 

  

Winant, Howard. 2000. Race and race theory. Annual Review of Sociology 26 (1):169-185. 

 

Kang, J. 2005. Trojan horses of race. Harvard Law Review 118 (5):1489-1593. (Part I) 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Gomez, Laura E. 2010. Understanding Law and Race as Mutually Constitutive: An Invitation 

to Explore an Emerging Field. Annual Review of Law and Social Science 6:487-505 

 

Mills, Charles W. 1997. The racial contract. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

 

powell,  john. "Dreaming of a Self Beyond Whiteness and Isolation" (18 Washington 

University Journal of Law and Policy 45, 2005. 

 

 

II. THEMATIC SESSIONS (WEEKS 3 THROUGH 7) 

 

WEEK 3 (Jan. 19):  Race-Making/Neutrality/Consciousness 

 

Eberhardt, J. L., P. G. Davies, V. J. Purdie-Vaughns, and S. L. Johnson. 2006. Looking 

Deathworthy. Psychological Science 17 (5):383. 

 

Forman, Tyrone A. and Amanda E. Lewis. 2006. Racial apathy and Hurricane Katrina: the 

social anatomy of prejudice in the post-civil rights era. Du Bois Review: Social Science 

Research on Race 3 (01):175-202. 

 

Obasogie, Osagie K. 2010. Do Blind People See Race? Social, Legal, and Theoretical 

Considerations. Law & Society Review 44 (3 4):585-616. 

 

O’Brien, “When Racism is Not Black and White: Latinos, Asian Americans and 

Discrimination in the ‘Racial Middle.’” 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Eberhardt, J. L., P. A. Goff, V. J. Purdie, and P. G. Davies. 2004. Seeing Black: Race, Crime, and 

Visual Processing. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 87 (6):876-893 

 

Moran, Rachel F. 2010. What Counts As Knowledge? A Reflection on Race, Social Science, 

and the Law. Law & Society Review 44 (3/4):515-552. 

 

Rachlinski, J. J., S. L. Johnson, A. J. Wistrich, C. Guthrie, and M. T. Hall. 2009. Does 

Unconscious Racial Bias Affect Trial Judges? Notre Dame Law Review 84 (3). 
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WEEK 4 (Jan. 26): Intersectionality (Race, class, gender) 

 

Bedolla, Lisa Garcia. 2007. Intersections of inequality: Understanding marginalization and 

privilege in the post-civil rights era. Politics and Gender 3 (2):232-248. 

 

Maira, Sunaina. 2009. 'Good' and 'Bad' Muslim Citizens: Feminists, Terrorists, and U.S. 

Orientalism. Feminist Studies 35 (3). 

 

Roediger, David. 2006. "The Retreat from Race and Class" Monthly Review 58 (3). 

www.monthlyreview.org/0706roediger.htm 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Farred, Grant. 2000. "Endgame Identity? Mapping the New Left Roots of Identity Politics" 

New Literary History 31 (4). 

  

Skiba, Russell J., et al. 2002. The color of discipline: Sources of racial and gender 

disproportionality in school punishment. The Urban Review 34 (4):317-342. 

 

Zinn, Maxine Baca, and B. T. Dill. 1996. “Theorizing difference from multiracial feminism.” 

Feminist Studies 22 (2):321-331. 

 

* Review Essay #1 Due by End of Week 4 

 * Paper or Proposal Prospectus Due by End of Week 4 

 

 

WEEK 5 (Feb. 2): The Racial State: Democratic and Despotic Dimensions 

  

 

Miller, Lisa L. The Invisible Black Victim: How American Federalism Perpetuates Racial 

Inequality in Criminal Justice. Law & Society Review 44 (3/4):805-842. 

 

Murakawa, Naomi, and Katherine Beckett. 2010. The Penology of Racial Innocence: The 

Erasure of Racism in the Study and Practice of Punishment. Law & Society Review 44 

(3/4):695-730. 

 

Ward, Geoff, A. Farrell, and D. Rousseau. 2009. Does Racial Balance in Workforce 

Representation Yield Equal Justice? Race Relations of Sentencing in Federal Court 

Organizations*. Law & Society Review 43 (4):757-806. 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Goffman, Alice. 2009. "On the Run: Wanted Men in a Philadelphia Ghetto." American 

Sociological Review, 74 (3). 

 

Foster, Lorne. “Lawyers of Colour and Racialized Immigrants with Foreign Legal Degrees: 

An Examination of the Institutionalized Processes of Social Nullification.” International 

Journal of Criminology and Sociological Theory, Vol. 2, No. 1, June 2009. 
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WEEK 6 (Feb. 9): The Nation and its Peoples 

 

Heyman, J. M. C., R. Alvarez, C. Bariteau, J. Cole, R. Grillo, D. T. Linger, A. C. B. Martes, V. M. 

Ortiz, and G. L. Ribeiro. 2002. US Immigration Officers of Mexican Ancestry as Mexican 

Americans, Citizens, and Immigration Police 1. Current Anthropology 43 (3):479-507. 

 

Maira, Sunaina. 2007. “Deporting Radicals, Deporting La Migra: The Hayat Case in Lodi,” 

Cultural Dynamics 19.  

Rodríguez, Dylan. “I Would Wish Death on You: Race, Gender, and Immigration in the 

Globality of the U.S. Prison Regime.” The Scholar & Feminist Online, 6 (3), Summer 2008. 

http://www.barnard.edu/sfonline/immigration/drodriguez_01.htm 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Holmes, M. D., B. W. Smith, A. B. Freng, and E. A. Munoz. 2008. “Minority Threat, Crime 

Control, and Police Resource Allocation in the Southwestern United States.” Crime & 

Delinquency 54 (1):128. 

 

Telles, Edward and Vilma Ortiz. Generations of Exclusion: Mexican Americans, Assimilation, 

and Race.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2008. 

 

Peter Schrag, Not Fit for Our Society: Immigration and Nativism in America. Berkeley: UC 

Press, 2010  

 

 

WEEK 7 (Feb. 16): Global Race: Empire, Post-Coloniality, and Identity on the World Stage 

 

Coates, Rodney D. 2006. Towards a Simple Typology of Racial Hegemony. Societies Without 

Borders 1 (1): 69-91. 

 

Maira, Sunaina. 2008. Belly Dancing: Arab-Face, Orientalist Feminism, and US Empire. 

American Quarterly 60 (2):317-345. 

 

Pager, Devah. 2008. “The Republican ideal? National Minorities and the criminal justice 

system in contemporary France.” Punishment & Society 10 (4):375. 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Figueroa, Moreno and G. Mónica (2010). “Distributed intensities: Whiteness, mestizaje and 

the logics of Mexican racism,” Ethnicities 10: 387 

 

Reflections of President Sarkozy on Africa and France 

 

French President Sarkozy’s Address at the University Cheikh Anta Diop, Senegal, on 

July 26, 2007 (unofficial English translation) 

 

Mbembe, Achille. 2007. “Nicholas Sarkozy’s Africa,” Africultures  
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Ticktin, Miriam, Ruth Marshall and Paola Bacchetta, "A Transnational Conversation 

on French Colonialism, Immigration, Violence and Sovereignty" 

http://www.barnard.edu/sfonline/immigration 

 

    

III. PROJECT WORKSHOP SESSIONS (WEEKS 8 THROUGH 10) 

 

WEEK 8 (Feb. 23): On the Idea & Practice of Racial Justice 

 

Carbado, Devon, Catherine Fisk, and Mitu  Gulati. 2008. “After Inclusion.” Annual Review of 

Law and Social Science 4:83-102. 

 

Fraser, Nancy. 1995. From redistribution to recognition? Dilemmas of justice in a'post-

socialist'age. New left review (212):68-93. 

 

Thomas, David A., and Robin J. Ely. 2001. Cultural Diversity at Work: The Effects of Diversity 

Perspectives on Work Group Processes and Outcomes. Administrative Science Quarterly 46 

(2):229-262. 

 

 Recommended: 

 

Carbado, Devon and Cheryl Harris. 2008. "Taking Initiative on Initiatives: Examining 

Proposition 209 and Beyond; The New Racial Preferences." 96 California Law Review 1139. 

 

Olson, Joel. 2004. The abolition of white democracy. Minneapolis: Univ Of Minnesota Press. 

  

Young, Iris M. 1990. Justice and the politics of difference. Princeton: Princeton Univ Press. 

 

* Review Essay #2 Due by End of Week 8 

* Draft Paper/Proposal Due by End of Week 8 

 

 

WEEK 9 (Mar. 2): Student project presentation panels and discussion 

  

 Readings TBD (Student papers and proposals) 

 

 

WEEK 10 (Mar. 9): Student project presentation panels and discussion, cont. 

 

 Readings TBD (Student papers and proposals) 


