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FALL 2008
Lectures: Mon/Wed 10-11:20 AM, SSTR 103
Studio: Mon 11:30 am-12:50 PM, SSTR 103

U.S. Minority Cinemas, 1968—-Present

By the late 1960s, people of color in urban centers throughout the United States began to
appropriate and transform media practices, in response to historically persistent patterns of
racism in dominant modes of representation. Inspired by decolonial struggles in the Third World
and radical antiracist movements in the United States, these mostly-young artists and activists
made interventions that were collaborative, self-sustaining and historically unprecedented in
their diversity of content and form. Alongside the production of creative and documentary
works, they established media collectives and centers that continue to function as vital
institutions for training, funding, distribution and exhibition.

The course examines this historical emergence and development of independent cinemas by
people of color in the United States, their theoretical stakes and cultural-political significance. It
focuses on African American, Asian American and Chicano/Latino film and video production
since the late 1960s, as well as their struggles to establish and maintain grassroots and
institutional resources. Although emphasizing independent production, the course will also
consider works that straddle the vexed boundary between independent and mainstream. Do such
works reproduce or transform the generic conventions and racialized representations they
inherit? Or both? In what ways do they revise or challenge minoritarian cultural politics? What
interventions have been made by feminism and queer politics in antiracist media, and vice versa?
The purpose of the course will be to pose and address these questions, and others.

COURSE TEXTS

All weekly readings are available via course website: https://eee.uci.edw/07{/26150

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

25%  Class participation and attendance

20%  Group Project #1: Genre Film Still 10% -+2-page fictional review 10%

25%  Group Project #2: Third Cinema Slide Show 10% +5-page analytical paper 15%
30% Group Project #3: Media Activism Display 10% +10-page analytical paper 20%



STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AND SERVICES

Please note that this course fully abides by the University’s stated Principles of Community and
Academic Honesty <http://www.editor.uci.edw/catalogue/appx/appx.2.htm>. These standards
ensure the integrity of the educational process, and constitute the foundation of a healthy,
rigorous and fair academic community. Please review them carefully. If you are encountering
difficulties with the course materials, and/or with matters outside the course that are hindering
your attention or abilities as a student, please let me know. [ am sympathetic to the challenges
confronting students, and I am open to accommodating or helping to address any problems or
concerns you may have.

I am also committed to ensuring equal opportunities and access to the educational process for all
students. Please let me know if I can improve the course for students with disabilities, or any
other needs or challenges. You may also seek assistance and information from the Disability
Services Center <http://www.disability.uci.edu/> by email, dsc@uci.edu, or by phone, (949)
824-7494, TDD (949) 824-6272. '

Campus Computing Labs: A list of Open Access Computing Labs and hours for UCI Students
can be found here: http://eee.uci.edu/labs/open

LAB FEE

A Lab Fee is mandatory for every student enrolled in a Film and Media Studies class, including
" cross-listed and concurrently scheduled film classes. Majors and non-majors alike — even those
who are from another school or are enrolled through UNEX — are responsible for paying the
course Lab Fee. Students dropping after the 2nd week Humanities ADD/DROP deadline
remain liable for course lab fees and invoice charges.

*  Why a Lab Fee? Film and Media Studies receives no funding for media. The Lab Fee is an
important resource for the department to cover media and classroom expenses (such as guest
speakers and approved special screenings). Without them there would be no media, i.e., no
DVDs, 16mm films, video or Script Library for class or on reserve.

= Upon enroliment, lab fees are assessed automatically along with Registration Fees on
ZOTBILLS, and/or amended ZOTBILLS. Information on Zot Bill Payment can be found on
the web at https.//sbs.adcom. uci.edu/ZA/. Payment information is also in the NOTES section
in the Schedule of Classes corresponding to Film and Media Studies and cross-listed classes.
Non-payment of University invoices hold up access to transcripts, financial aid
disbursements, enrollment and diplomas. Students experiencing inordinate financial
hardship may visit Financial Services in 109 Admin or call (949) 824-2455 for payment
counseling.

+ If you have any questions, please contact the Film and Media Studies Manager, Peter Chang,
pechang@uci.edu.
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